3.   CHINESE IDEALS OF EDUCATION

THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION

THE importance of education for social order and progress
has been emphasized by the Chinese people from the very
beginnings of their history. If human beings are to lead
lives worthy of their nature and dignity, they are enabled to
do so only by means of education. The rational organiza-
tion of society is centred within the individual and works
outward in the expanding circles of family life, political
administration, and world fellowship. That which is natural
within the family on account of the ties of blood and innate
human sympathy is slowly extended to the larger organizations
by means of education.

Confucius was the first person in China who made
teaching his profession and set the tradition of the wander-
ing scholar. He welcomed as his pupils men of all classes
and ranks. The gentleman in ancient China was neither
the priest nor the soldier, neither the manual worker nor
the black-coated official, but the teacher. The elevation of
the intellectual to the highest rank is the distinguishing
mark of the Chinese civilization. Selection by examination
in classics for government positions led to a widely diffused
respect for learning and did not give rise to a hereditary
aristocracy.

Watching a dyer of silk at work, Mo-Tzu1 sighed,
saying: 'What is dyed in blue becomes blue, what
is dyed in yellow becomes yellow. When the silk is
put in a different dye its colour becomes also different.
Having been dipped five times it has changed its colour five
times. Therefore dyeing must be attended to with care.'
Man's nature is like pure silk and what we make of it de-
pends on what it is dyed with. We can engender radically
new types of men by the employment of the educational
T&achinery and the use of the modern appliances of the radio
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